BE READY FOR THE
BEST DAY OF YOUR LIFE
The best things on earth may not always be the best. Everything in this life – even
the quality of joy and happiness we experience cannot compare to what God has
prepared for us! In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, we learn that the best day of our life is
when Jesus Christ comes again!

RETURN (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14)
Paul was addressing the deep grief that the Thessalonians felt about their fellow
believers who have died. He reminded them about Jesus’ resurrection to show
the reality that death is not final. Paul points out that the knowledge of truth is
crucial. Believing that Jesus is coming back and anticipating it impacts the way
we think and process circumstances. If we are conscious that Jesus can come
anytime, we will desire to always serve Him well. It will help to sanctify and
strengthen us. There is nothing wrong with enjoying what God has blessed us in
the present, but we must keep in mind that what Jesus promised is even BETTER.
Therefore, we must be careful not to fall in love with this world. God has prepared
something greater (1 Corinthians 2:9). David wrote in Psalm 16:11 that “fullness of
joy” and “pleasures forever” can all be found in God’s presence.

RAPTURE (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17)
Paul then talks about the resurrection of the dead and the “rapture”. The dead in
Christ will rise first at the sounding of the trumpet and the shout of the archangel.
Then, we who are alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Paul also talks
about this in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 where he described the “glorified body” that
believers will experience when Jesus comes. The question many people ask
is: WHEN will this all happen? We are told that the only thing that is sure and
definitive is that Jesus is coming again, and all these things shall unfold in God’s
perfect timing. Revelation 20 gives us further perspectives on this as it speaks of
another resurrection at the end of the tribulation period (Revelation 20:4-6).

this week ’s memor y verse
Sing to the Lord a new song; Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless His name; Proclaim good tidings
of His salvation from day to day.
PSALM 96:1-2

BE READY FOR THE BEST DAY OF YOUR LIFE
After this, the final judgment commences (Revelation 20:11-12). In Revelation
20:13-15, we see the second death, with finality, where those who rejected Jesus
will be eternally separated from God. The rapture will be the best day of our life if
we are in CHRIST, but it will be the worst day of our life if we are not in Christ.

REWARD (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
Paul gives a command to encourage each other with the truth of Jesus’ coming.
Jesus Himself speaks of His imminent coming and how He will reward each one
as his work deserves (Revelation 22:12). Salvation is a gift from God to those who
believe in Jesus Christ, but rewards are for the good works we did in our lifetime
because of our redemption in Christ. The Bible speaks of these rewards. An
example is found in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 – the “imperishable wreath” for those
who lived a holy and disciplined life. In James 1:12 – we have the “crown of life”,
granted to those who persevere under trials and continues to LOVE the Lord.
2 Timothy 4:8 also speaks of the “crown of righteousness”. The best part is all
these crowns will all be offered to God as our act of worship to glorify Him above
all else!
What will make us faithful to the end? We need to guard our hearts (2 Timothy 3:1-5),
and make sure we truly love the Lord (1 Corinthians 16:22). With all the things
we’ve learned in this series, may we all look forward to that amazing day – the
best day of our lives – and cry out MARANATHA, come Lord Jesus!

discussion questions
How do I prepare so I will be ready for the best day of my life?
How should the reality of Christ’s return, rapture, and reward impact
your life?
How can you share this truth to others?

