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So I have also dedicated him to 
the Lord; as long as he lives he 
is dedicated to the Lord.” And he 
worshiped the Lord there.

1  S A M U E L  1 : 2 8

last week’s
memory verse

Is there someone or something in your life that you love more 
than God? Why?

What do you think are the reasons why we need to dedicate our 
best to the Lord?

What do we need to do to start dedicating our best to the Lord?

discuss
this message

LOVE GOD, dedicate your best
“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength.”

This was God’s command to His people in Deuteronomy 
6:5 — but sometimes earthly desires such as money, career, 
dreams, comfort, relationships, and family occupy our hearts 
and become more important to us than God. How do we then 
love God more than these desires and dedicate our best to 
Him?

To dedicate our best to God, we must protect our hearts from 
lusts, worries, and idols, and remember that His provision is 
sufficient (Proverbs 3:9-10, Matthew 6:33). We can learn more 
about this from Hannah, Samuel’s mother, who exemplified 
this in the Bible.

be in God's presence
In 1 Samuel 1:3, we see that Hannah and her husband Elkanah 
were devoted to the LORD. However, Hannah was faced with 
affliction: she was childless because “the LORD had closed 
her womb” (v. 5) and she was bitterly provoked by Peninah, 
Elkanah’s second wife, who had children (vv. 6-8). When 
Hannah was greatly distressed, she went to the LORD and 
poured out her soul before Him (vv. 9-11, 12-15). 

Hannah sought God and trusted Him completely because 
she knew who God is. This enabled her to dedicate Samuel 
to Him, because we cannot dedicate something important to 
us to someone we don’t know. We need to know God and 
be in His presence constantly, and to desire Him more than 
our own earthly idolatries. Peace, comfort, and clarity can only 
be found in the presence of God who knows us intimately, 
including our struggles, what’s good for us, and all our ways 
and decisions (Psalm 139:1-3).

set your joy in God
As she wept before the LORD, part of Hannah’s prayer was a 
vow dedicating her child to the LORD should He remember 
her (v. 11). She had joy while waiting (v. 18), and worshipped 
God even before her prayer was answered (v. 19). When God 

finally gave them Samuel, Hannah kept her word (vv. 21-22), 
and with Elkanah, worshipped God and dedicated Samuel to 
the LORD (v. 23). She was willing to forego seeing Samuel as 
he grew up in the house of the LORD because “as long as he 
lives he is dedicated to the LORD” (vv. 24-28).

Our natural tendency is to find our joy in the fulfillment of our 
desires, but the more we fix our eyes on our desires, the more 
they become idols. Instead, let us focus on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:1), that we may be 
able to dedicate our best to the LORD. The presence of God 
ultimately satisfies our greatest need and greatest longing!

t hank Him always
Upon receiving God’s answer to her prayers, Hannah rejoiced 
in the LORD (1 Samuel 2:1-10), recognizing His holiness and 
how He is all-knowing. His thoughts are not our thoughts, 
and His ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9)! In fact, God 
prepared both Samuel and Hannah for the future: Hannah 
could not have expected it in her prayers (1 Samuel 2:10), but 
Samuel was to anoint the first two kings of Israel including 
King David, and he became a greatly respected prophet in all 
Israel (1 Samuel 3:19-20)! Additionally, God blessed Hannah by 
allowing her to visit Samuel every year (1 Samuel 2:18-19), and 
as Eli the priest blessed her and Elkanah, God gave them other 
children as well (vv. 20-21).

Worship is continued gratefulness to God — no matter how 
He answers our prayers. When we are not in the presence 
of God and are not willing to dedicate our best to Him, we 
become miserable. “Those who contend with the Lord will be 
shattered” (1 Samuel 2:10). But if we worship the LORD, He 
keeps us secure. We need to be men and women who will 
worship God for who He truly is.

God did the greatest act of dedicating one’s best: He gave 
up His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross and save us from 
our sins. As a grateful response, let us love God and dedicate 
our best to Him: because of who He is, what He has done, and 
what He can do in and through us.



God brought you here 
for His purpose.

YOU BE ING H E RE IS NO ACCIDE NT!

God loves you.
He desires for you to have a meaningful 
life with Him in the present and gain 
eternal life with Him in the future.

God is holy.
We are sinful, and our sin separates us 
from Him.

God is merciful.
In His love, He made the only way for 
us to be reconciled to Him: through His 
son, Jesus Christ. Jesus had to die on the 
cross for our sins and be raised to life for 
eternity.

God keeps His promises.
You can be sure that you have eternal life 
when you trust in Jesus.

God is gracious.
By placing our faith in Jesus Christ, we 
are forgiven of our sins and saved from 
eternal death.

Know therefore that the Lord your God, 
He is God, the faithful God, who keeps 
His covenant and His lovingkindness to 
a thousandth generation with those who 
love Him and keep His commandments 
– Deuteronomy 7:9

Everyone has sinned and is far away from 
God’s saving presence. – Romans 3:23

But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more 
then, having now been justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of 
God through Him. – Romans 5:8

I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father but through 
Me. – John 14:6

And the testimony is this, that God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son. He who has the Son has the life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does 
not have the life. These things I have 
written to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, so that you may know that 
you have eternal life. — 1 John 5:11-13

For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life. – John 3:16

For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; not as a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. – Ephesians 2:8-9

Would you like to place your faith in Jesus 
Christ today?

Lord Jesus, I need You. I confess that I 
am a sinner. I believe that You died on 
the cross to pay for all my sins. With Your 
help, I will turn away from my sins. Please 
come into my life and be my Savior and 
my Master. I accept Your gift of eternal 
life. Make me the kind of new person You 
want me to be. Thank You for giving me 
eternal life. Amen. 
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