Love Rediscovered:

Love by Action

1 Corinthians 13, one of the most famous chapters in the
Bible, gives the greatest description of LOVE (vv. 4-7)
with 15 verbs to describe it. It begins with Paul making
a very important point (vv. 1-2): even if we have the gift
of tongues, prophecy, knowledge, and faith, but we do
not have LOVE, we “are nothing.” Even if we are generous
givers, willing to sacrifice ourselves as martyrs, but do
not have love, there is no profit in that (v. 3). When we
think of Christ, the Greatest Person and Lover of all time,
He exhibited a different level of love. We must grow into
Christlikeness and love others according to His example.
As David Jeremiah said, “Love is worthless unless it's
expressed in deed and behavior.”

What love is...

Love is PATIENT and KIND (1 Corinthians 13:4).
“Patient” in Greek is makrothumeo — long-suffering.
People long to love and be loved, but the hurdle is our
own imperfections. God’s amazing love is that He chose
to love us despite our our imperfections. We must be
patient with others if we want to love. “Kind” in Greek is
chresteuomai. Christians were once called chrestinai — a
combined word describing one who is full of kindness
and grace (Romans 2:4). Are we patient and kind to others
even in challenging situations and when interacting with
frustrating people?

What love is not...

Love is not JEALOUS (Gk. zeloo) (1 Corinthians 13:4).
This is different from jealousy that protects (God is a
jealous God, meaning protective ownership). When others
are blessed, be happy and rejoice with those who rejoice.
Let us not be covetous.

Love does not BRAG (Gk. perpereuomai). We often
mistakenly take credit for things that happen to us
and even brag about it (culture sometimes calls it
“humble bragging”). Love is also not ARROGANT (Gk.
phusioo). Arrogance is something we must all avoid.
Deuteronomy 8:14-18 reminds us that God is the

one who gives us power, and the ability to make

wealth, so all credit belongs to God!

Love does not ACT UNBECOMINGLY
(Gk. aschemoneo) (1 Corinthians
13:5). We should not be rude nor
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act in a way that doesn’t reflect Jesus. Love does not
SEEK ITS OWN (Gk. zeteo) insisting its own way with
selfishness.

Love is not PROVOKED (Gk. paroxuno), or quickly
irritated. Instead, love empowers us to withhold our words
first and avoid being reactive.

Love does not TAKE INTO ACCOUNT (Gk. logizomai)
a wrong suffered, not counting mistakes and keeping
records of wrongs; instead keeping good relationships.
God is after our character and allows challenges to make
us better Christians. God will vindicate us from these
challenges someday, but until then, let us not allow these
to destroy our testimonies.

Love does not REJOICE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS
but instead rejoices in the truth (1 Corinthians 13:6).
Proverbs 24:17 tells us not to rejoice when our enemies
have problems. Love covers a multitude of sins (1 Peter
4:8) — there is forgiveness and grace, but we must stick to
what is right in the sight of God.

All of these are made possible through the transformative
power of the Holy Spirit as outlined in Galatians 5:22-23.
This passage refers to the “fruit of the Spirit,” which is not
just a collection of separate traits but a combination of
all these good qualities working together in us. All these
qualities are possible because of the power of the Holy
Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). It’s important to know that we
can’t develop these qualities on our own. We need God’s
help, and when we let Him work in us, Christ’s character
shines through us.

Finally, Paul also expressed what love should always do
and what we should always strive to do: Love BEARS
(Gk. stego), BELIEVES (Gk. pisteuo)), HOPES (Gk.
elpizo), and ENDURES (Gk. hupomeno) ALL THINGS.
We must believe people can change by the power of
God! He who began a good work in us will be faithful to
COMPLETE it (Philippians 1:6). True love NEVER FAILS
(Gk. pipto). God never fails — so we follow what Jesus
commanded — to do unto others what we want
to be done to us. It’s about living a life that
reflects the brand of love that Christ
taught us and putting this love
into ACTION.
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His purpose.

God loves you.

He desires for you to have a meaningful
life with Him in the present and gain
eternal life with Him in the future.

Know therefore that the Lord your God,
He is God, the faithful God, who keeps
His covenant and His lovingkindness to
a thousandth generation with those who
love Him and keep His commandments
— Deuteronomy 7:9

God is holy.

Everyone has sinned and is far away from
God'’s saving presence. — Romans 3:23

God is merciful.

But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more
then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of
God through Him. — Romans 5:8

I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through
Me. — John 14:6

God is gracious.

By placing our faith in Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven of our sins and saved from
eternal death.

For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life. — John 3:16

For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God; not as a result of works, so that no
one may boast. — Ephesians 2:8-9

Would you like to place your faith in Jesus
Christ today?

Lord Jesus, | need You. | confess that |
am a sinner. | believe that You died on
the cross to pay for all my sins. With Your
help, | will turn away from my sins. Please
come into my life and be my Savior and
my Master. | accept Your gift of eternal
life. Make me the kind of new person You
want me to be. Thank You for giving me
eternal life. Amen.

God keeps His promises.

And the testimony is this, that God has
given us eternal life, and this life is in His

Son. He who has the Son has the life; he
who does not have the Son of God does
not have the life. These things | have
written to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, so that you may know that
you have eternal life. — 1 John 5:11-13




