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In the Bible, “hope” is something absolute as it is backed
up by the character, promises, and the word of God.
We are living in dark times globally, nationally, and
personally, and we need a sure a hope that is in Jesus.

Mary was the young girl that God chose to bear His Son,
Immanuel. She lived in very dark times under Roman rule,
when people eagerly anticipated the Messiah’s arrival to
liberate them. However, God had far grander plans for His
Son, Jesus. If Mary were here today, she would tell us that
Christmas is all about Jesus. Our response should be to
receive Jesus — God’s sure hope.

Grace: “I don’t deserve this!” (LUKE 1:26-28)

The angel appeared to Mary and mentioned the word
“favored”. While God chooses us by His sovereign will,
“favored” signifies grace or kindness. Mary stands as an
example for us who, being an ordinary person, had her
hope in Jesus.

Mary was engaged to Joseph when the angel appeared
to her. In Jewish tradition and law, engaged couples
were practically considered husband and wife. In the
same way, Joseph, a descendant of David, also had a
message of hope about the Messiah - that He will be “our
righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:5-6). Because of sin, we did
not have the righteousness enough to get to heaven, and
for this we need the righteousness of God through Jesus.
This righteousness, which is pure, holy, and perfect, is
transferred or imputed to us only by grace.

The name of the Messiah, “Jesus,” simply meant that He
came to save people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). This
mission remains true today. Jesus, as God and the King of
the Jews, is not an earthly king with a limited reign; He is
God incarnate, rescuing us continuously from sin.

Mary’s question, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?”
could have been a matter of life or death for her, but the
angel replied that it was not because of her but because
of the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is holy and sinless
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because He wasn’t subject to the sinful nature of Adam;
He was purely the work of His Heavenly Father. Mary
responded to God’s grace by surrendering to His will.
Just as Jesus physically lived in Mary, the Spirit of Jesus
spiritual lives in believers today (Galatians 2:20). Let us
choose to receive God’s GRACE.

Good News: “I must tell someone!”

(LUKE 1:39-45)

Mary undertook a journey to see Elizabeth (vv.39-40) and
shared the good news with her. Elizabeth acknowledged
that the Messiah which Mary will then bear was her Lord,
and she then blessed both Mary and the baby (Jesus) in
her womb.

When someone comes to know Jesus, we ought to rejoice
as the angels in heaven do over one sinner who repents.
It’s crucial for us believers to share the good news with
those who are yet to know Christ. Believing in grace and
putting our faith in Jesus brings true blessings. We must
share the GOOD NEWS.

Glory: “T will praise God always!”
(LUKE 1:46-56)

Mary, like anyone else, admitted her need for a Savior.
God, holy and intolerant of sin, was benevolent enough
to send His Son. When we recognize our helplessness
and hopelessness without Him, we experience His mercy
from generation to generation. Prophecies about Christ
were expressed in a definite manner (future / past tense)
because God’s words and His promises were bound
to take place; it is reliable. Mary foretold God’s help to
Israel, a certainty that Jesus will come to Jerusalem,
fight the final decisive battle, and reign on earth forever.
Christmas signifies Jesus’ first coming, but He will return,
and every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess
that Jesus is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11). We must always
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