LAST WEEK’'S
MESSAGE

] e world teaches us that if people hurt you, you are to hurt them back, f:«
r :-“ detach yourself, orworse, “cancel”them. Yet the Bible teaches us drfferently

" - Jesus teaches us to love our enemies and to love the unlovable (Luke 6:27-
- 28). But how can we love the unlovable?

Respond In Love

In Luke 6:27, 31 and 35, Jesus tells His followers to respond in love towards
their enemies, and the word used for “love” in this verse is “agapao”, which
translates to “unconditional love”. It is not a suggestion, but a command. This
means that if we don’t love our enemres We are dlsobeylng Jesus!

In the Bible, Stephen is an example Q‘f }a lgved hrs enemres Though
falsely accused and sentenced wr e stc th,

love and prayed for his erte :
Tarsus who agreed to the ;:-'”'
to persecute more Chrrstra, s, he er :
by showing him mercy (Acts} _ ‘l‘matron into the
apostle Paul! e e
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What do you think would win overy oL

Reach Out Intentionali-

Luke 6:27-30 shows us how love is demonstrated' ion
us to do good, to bless, and even pray for our enemiest\We d lo whatever
it takes to win them over in love. This verse, however, is to be ‘misused so
that people can abuse us. If we are wronged and abused NE ére still to seek
justice according to the law of the land. This verse applres to our personal
conflicts. Our part is to reach out and love as best we can, and we are to _
leave room for God to avenge us because only God can grant perfect justice
(Romans 12:19-21, Proverbs 16:7).

Jesus pursued Paul this way; He used Ananias to be an rnstrf‘?, ner
an enemy such as Saul (Acts 9:11-15). Ananias obeyed Gad rn.:fa]t,'-'-"t'f"""*'
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This My commandment that you love one another,
] __'_',""_:t-?as | have loved you.”
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NLOVABLE '

j.;. Chlldren of God, but because we are already children of God. To love th@ -.al“‘ <
unlovable is rooted in the heart of God. The Apostle Paul having recelved_l q} |
mercy and love from the church testifies of God’s radical love. He was saved -"F? |

_:_;_}r__“*f“ by the grace of God, and experienced love from those who represented Christ
- to him (1 Timothy 1:12-15).

What are the practical ways we can represent Christ’s love to the unlovable 1’
this week? <L

Cross to reconcile us to the Father (Romans 5:10). Because of Jesus lgye *:L'” |
us, we too can love the unlovable. B T

f_'dlscussmn questtons

| "How do | respond towards d|ff|cult people?
X 'Who elo i need to reach out to and reconcile with?

" What are practical ways | can represent Christ’s love to the unlovable
this week?
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