)1 )i Be Courageous!
WORSHIP

SUGGESTED WORSHIP SONGS:
Your Love Awakens Me, In Control, Whom Shall I Fear, Living Hope, I Will Run

WELCOME

Were there times you have not been courageous enough to share the Gospel? Share with the group.

WORD
ACTS 4:15-20

15 But when they had ordered them to leave the Council, they began to confer with one another, ' saying, “What shall we
do with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. " But so that it will not spread any further among the people, let us warn them to speak
no longer to any man in this name.” '® And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at
all in the name of Jesus. '* But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give
heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; *° for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
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How do we respond to conflicts and trials? The reality
is that conflicts are inevitable. Even Christians are
not exempted from facing oppositions, problems, and
disappointments.

In Acts 4 we see Peter and John, and the rest of the
believers, in the middle of an ensuing struggle with
the Pharisees and Sadducees. How did they respond?
When we'’re told to BE COURAGEOUS, what are the
truths that we can hold on to?

1. PROBLEMS ARE INEVITABLE

Acts 4 begins with the arrest of Peter and John
because they were talking about Jesus of Nazareth to
the people (Acts 4:1-4). The Sanhedrin did not
believe Peter and John because they were not after
the truth — they had their personal agenda. They
wanted to retain their power and stick to the
tradition they were familiar with.

In facing problems, the principle we need to apply is
to control what we can and leave to God what we
cannot. Instead of fretting, we should pray. Instead of
grumbling, we should be thankful. Instead of
complaining, we should be grateful.

Peter spoke of this when he wrote his reminder in

1 Peter 1:6-7 that we can “greatly rejoice” in the midst of
suffering, because we know that it will “result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ”.

2. PROBLEMS ARE OPPORTUNITIES
God does his deepest work in a world like ours.

It’s the toughest times, the hardest conversations, the
most painful relational tensions, when the light of

His grace shines brightest, and transforms us most
into his Son’s likeness.

Every problem can either become a blessing or a
curse, positive or negative, depending on your
response. Peter and the early church knew that this
was an opportunity to share the truth to more people
and minister to them by the power of the Spirit.

Like them, we must commit to witness for Jesus in
every opportunity. Even if we are told to be silent
and to stop witnessing, we are called to share the
Gospel (1 Corinthians 9:16, Romans 1:16-17).

3. FACE CONFLICTS WITH COURAGE —
AND COURAGE COMES FROM KNOWING
THE TRUTH

Peter and John faced the elite, religious superiors of
the Jews courageously (Acts 4:8-13). Peter used this
as an opportunity to witness to the religious leaders
about Jesus Christ “whom you crucified” (v10). He
also used verses from the Old Testament (Psalm 118:22
and Isaiah 8:14-15, 28:16) to talk about Jesus Christ.
He connected it with Jesus being the “stone which was
rejected” and “which became the chief corner stone”.
With the fullness of the Spirit empowering him, he had
the courage to say that “there is no other name under
heaven that has been given among men by which we
must be saved” (v12).

The religious leaders observed that Peter and John
were ordinary people — they were uneducated, yet
they spoke with confidence. Where did this “courage”
come from and how did it help them?

It came from knowing who Jesus is and being with Him.
To be courageous, we must know Jesus and have a
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WORD (cont’d)

personal relationship with Him. In turn, their courage things become more difficult, we should not lose
enabled them to speak boldly about Jesus. When you focus. We should have a high view of God knowing
know that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life that He is sovereign and in control. It will enable us to
(John 14:6) and are filled with the Holy Spirit, you focus on Him rather than our circumstances. With
won't be able to stop talking about Him, just like Peter that mindset, we can relax and trust God. We will not
and John. be anxious for anything (Philippians 4:6-7).
When we face trials that trigger our fear, we must We should be intimate with the Lord through prayer.
remember that Jesus warned us what to fear: the In Acts 4:29, the disciples prayed, “Lord, take note
“One who can kill and also has authority to cast into of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants
hell” (Luke 12:5). When they were told not to speak may speak Your word with all confidence.” This
about Jesus anymore, they boldly held on to their should be our hearts’ desire. They prayed for courage!
conviction and the truth that they stand on. No matter the conflict or circumstance we are facing,
4. CONFLICTS ALLOW US TO HAVE MORE we must pray as they prayed. As God answered their

INTIMACY WITH GOD prayer, He will also fill you with the Holy Spirit so you
can also speak courageously and lovingly about Jesus!
Our view of who God is will ultimately decide how we

will respond to difficulties. When conflicts arise and
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
(Leaders: Please choose questions that are appropriate to the level of spiritual maturity of your members)

1. Take the Opportunity. Are you being opposed for doing the right thing? How can you turn this as an opportunity
to lovingly share the Gospel?

2. Take Heed. Does your confidence come from knowing who Jesus is and being with Him? What steps can you take
to know and experience Him more?

3. Take Courage! Do you pray for courage to share the Gospel? As a group, pray for opportunities to share Jesus to
others and the boldness to speak about Him

WORKS

PRAY CARE SHARE IN ACTION WEEKLY PRAYER POINTS

Knowing that people are lost without Christ, see each person I. Thanksgiving

you meet as someone needing God’s grace. Pray for them and e Worship God for who He is, what He has done, and
with them, show care, and share the gospel courageously. what He will do in our lives

Continue to pray for opportunities and the courage to share II. Country and the World

the gospel each day. Get equipped as a Dgroup by e Upright and moral governance of Public Servants
participating in a Dare to Share workshop or going through and a God-centered Philippines

the material during your small group meetings. Contact e Repentance and Salvation

glce@cct.org.ph for more information:

III. Church
e That CCF Members would honor and love God and
make disciples
e Elders, Pastors, Leaders, and Families
e Ministries and Churches worldwide

IV. CCF Facilities
¢  Worship and Training Center
e Prayer Mountain

V. Personal Concerns
e Deeper intimate relationship with God
e Righteous living
e Salvation of family and friends
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