% Practice the Habits of a Spirit-Filled Church
WORSHIP

SUGGESTED WORSHIP SONGS:
God is Here, All Because of Jesus, This is Amazing Grace, The Cause of Christ, and Mighty to Save

WELCOME

In your own words, describe or define what a church is. Would you consider yourself and your family as active
members of CCF as your local church? Why or why not?

WORD
ACTS 2:42-47

2 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.* Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles.* And
all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; ** and they began selling their property and
possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. * Day by day continuing with one mind in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of
heart, ¥ praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who
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were being saved.

When one has repented of sins, what should be the
proper response? It should be a life lived through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

What was the first church like? A Spirit-filled church
is made up of Spirit-filled people. How can one
minister to people if one is empty? The early church
was empowered to practice habits that helped in
rooting them deeper in their relationship with God.
What were these habits?

1. STUDY OF SCRIPTURE

God desires for us to grow deep in our faith and
knowledge of Him. As the encouragement of Peter
says (1 Peter 2:2), your growth will really be evident
in your excitement to study the Word. The verse gives
us a picture of what we ought to do daily; to be guided
CONTINUALLY (Acts 2:42) by His Word.

This is of high importance because as Matthew 28:20
states, part of the Great Commission is to OBSERVE
ALL of His commandments.

2. FELLOWSHIP IN SMALL GROUPS

Are you plugged in a small group? Acts 2:42-43 talks
about the FELLOWSHIP (Gk. KOINONIA) which
captures a sense of community — sharing and caring
for one another. The antidote for selfishness is
joining a small group. It is in serving others that we
lose sight of ourselves and see people in need, and put
others’ needs first. There are many commandments
showing the importance of fellowshipping with one

another! (Romans 15:7, Colossians 3:13,
John 13:34, Galatians 5:13, Romans 12:10 are
some of the 47 commandments!)

One also needs to be consistent in attending their
small group. Remember that sin will take you farther
than you want. It will let you stay longer than you
expect, it will cost you more than you think. A little
compromise and the impact in your life is so
dramatic.

3. WORSHIP

Francis Chan asked a very important question: when
no one is around, what does your private worship
time look like? Acts 2:42 also gives emphasis to our
private WORSHIP, not just in the “temple” or the
structure to which we come to every Sunday. When it
said that the disciples continued to commemorate
Lord’s Supper, it provides a picture of turning even
homes into places of worship. There, we devote time to
remember Jesus — His resurrection and His
teachings, as well as His promises, and most
importantly, look forward to His return.

4. PRAYER

How is your prayer life? Acts 2:42-43 mentions
PRAYER as well. The habit of praying together, and
learning to lift all our praises, concerns, and even
supplications to our GOD, is something we must look
forward to practicing not just in our small groups, but
more importantly, in our church.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:42-47
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Peter 2:2
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:42
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 28:20
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans 15:7, Colossians 3:13, John 13:34, Galatians 5:13, Romans 12:10
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:42-43
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:42
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:42-43

WORD (cont’d)

5. GENEROSITY

Do you have a generous heart? Acts 2:44-45 shows us

that there was generosity and they began sharing
things with one another. We must, however, be
reminded that our hope does not rest in the blessings
and provisions of other believers.

7. WITNESSING

Have you been sharing the gospel and protecting your
testimony? Acts 2:47 noted that the early church
believers had favor with all the people, and we see
that it was attracting others to trust in Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Savior — not just to the church, but

more importantly, to God’s family.
6. JOYFULNESS

Are you joyful? Acts 2:46, similar with Acts 13:52,
shows us that joy and gladness attract others to Jesus
as well. Here we are reminded by a quote from A.W.
Tozer: “A Christian owes it to the world to be
supernaturally joyful”’. When we are controlled by
the Holy Spirit, and are able to trust God completely,
we will be overflowing with joy!

As a result, God was adding daily to the number of
believers in the church. Our lives must be lived in
such a way that our security and transformation
through God’s power will be seen, and therefore allow
us to fulfill our mission to honor God and make
disciples who will make disciples!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

(Leaders: Please choose questions that are appropriate to the level of spiritual maturity of your members)
1. Does your life exhibit the 7 characteristics or habits of a Spirit-filled church? Where do you lack practice?
2. What can you do as a small group to help each member be more consistent in the 7 habits discussed?

3. Is there an attitude or action towards the local body of Christ (your small group or CCF) that you need to change so
that you can be better aligned with God’s design for the church (Acts 2:42-47)?

WORKS

PRAY CARE SHARE IN ACTION WEEKLY PRAYER POINTS

Have you been sharing the gospel? One cannot do this I. Thanksgiving

outside of the enablement of the Holy Spirit. Ask His e  Worship God for who He is, what He has done, and
guidance to point you to people who you can pray for what He will do in our lives

intentionally. Listen to that person’s problems and pray for
God'’s solution. Continuously point to Jesus in trials and
victories. Seek ways to bless this person with your resources,
it might be spending more time, or giving something that is
within your ability to give. Look for an opportunity to share

II. Country and the World
e Upright and moral governance of Public Servants
and a God-centered Philippines
e Repentance and Salvation

the gospel with this person. Pray that this person will begin III. Church
to grow in understanding who Jesus is and God’s love for e That CCF Members would honor and love God and
them. make disciples

e Elders, Pastors, Leaders, and Families
e Ministries and Churches worldwide

IV. CCF Facilities
¢ Worship and Training Center
e Prayer Mountain

V. Personal Concerns
e Deeper intimate relationship with God
e Righteous living
e Salvation of family and friends


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:44-45
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:46
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 13:52
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:47
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 2:42-47

