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No Other Name, No Other Like Jesus, Great and Worthy, Living Hope, What a Beautiful Name, I Lift My Hands

WELCOME

How have you applied last week’s message on denying yourself? Did you practice the Spirit-filled life in your daily
life? Share a challenge or victory you experienced as you sought to be fully controlled and empowered by the Holy

Spirit the past few days.

WORD

ACTS 2:22-24

?2“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders
and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know—?* this Man, delivered over by
the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to
death. ** But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in

its power.

The book of Acts tells us the beginning of the church.
We are picking up from our last discussion on Acts 2,
and this time we are going to look into the first
sermon of Peter.

As promised by Jesus, His disciples were filled with
the Holy Spirit and were given power to fulfill God’s
ultimate purpose for them — that is, to point people
to a saving knowledge of who JESUS is and what He
has done. Peter preached the GOSPEL — the good
news — and 3,000 trusted in Jesus that marked the
beginning of what is known today as Christianity.

What is this gospel? In a time when so many false
gospels arise, how can we determine what the true
gospel is?

. CENTERED ON JESUS CHRIST

The first quality of the true gospel is that it is focused on
Jesus and His ministry. As Peter began his sermon, he
quoted the prophet Joel about Jesus, a familiar
prophecy for the Jews who were listening. It showed
that Jesus was the fulfillment of the promises made by
God from long ago.

Peter preached about Jesus — His death and His
resurrection — to prove the message of the hope we
have in Him (Acts 2:22-24).

We know that later on, after this, Paul delivered a
similar message to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians
15:14, 17-19, 20) containing the same main point of
Peter in Acts: That Christ has been raised from the dead,
and as such, the anchor of our faith is truly not in vain!

2. PLANNED BY GOD

Acts 2:23 clearly indicates that the whole gospel story
is predetermined and ordained by GOD. Jesus
suffered and died not by accident, but by the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God. The
prophecies of the Old Testament, even tracing as far
as Genesis 3:15, point us to what the Savior Jesus
Christ will do. God assures us that He is sovereign, He
knows, and His plans transcend our own
understanding.

The Jews thought that the promised Messiah was a
Conquering King. But the truth is that many
prophesies have been told — and have been fulfilled
regarding the Messiah — in the birth, life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Asboth Genesis 50:20 and Romans 8:28 prove to us,
God ultimately has the power to produce something
good and beneficial from something that is bad and
tragic. He turns things for good, and for a purpose
much bigger than what we could expect.

3. PRODUCES REPENTANCE

Acts 2:36 gives us the punchline of this sermon: The
true gospel pierced their hearts. When you hear it,
you will have great conviction of SIN. Sin is rebellion
against God. It is dishonoring to God. And sin is what
we are breaking free from when we draw to God
through Jesus Christ.

John 16:8 tells us that it is the Holy Spirit who
convicts us of our sins. This is the piercing of the
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WORD (cont’d)

heart that leads us to admit we are sinners. What is

repentance? It is a change of mind leading to a change

in behavior. It is turning away from sin and turning
towards God. More importantly, the power of

The concept of baptism is done as an act of humility
and furthermore, identification that we have died to
ourselves and the life we now live we live for and by
HIM (Galatians 2:20).

temptation is overcome by the Holy Spirit. You see, the TRUE GOSPEL brings us to a point of

surrendering to the LORD and receiving the Holy
Spirit and His power to live our lives to please Him. It
will be a constant battle, and we fight on until we
hear Him say “well done good and faithful servant”,
and we are not, and should not be on the losing end.

We are more than conquerors in Christ Jesus
(Romans 8:37).

It is true also that repentance from our sins will only
come when we realize that it is our sins that nailed
Jesus on the cross.

4. PROMISES SALVATION

Ultimately, the purpose of the first sermon is to share
the good news to people and let them receive the
promised Salvation through faith in Jesus Christ —
believing in what Christ has done, repenting of sins,
and being baptized (identified) into Christ

(Romans 6:4).

As we live in this world, we ought to be light to others
and live out the gospel so that people will desire to
see, hear, and experience the promise of eternal life
made available to us through Jesus Christ!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
(Leaders: Please choose questions that are appropriate to the level of spiritual maturity of your members)

1. Self-Check. Have you ever been filled with the Holy Spirit? What were you able to do for the Lord as a result of
being Spirit-filled?

2. Setting It Right. The Spirit wants a holy dwelling place in us. Are there any sins that are blocking His rule in your
heart?

3. Living It Out. What will you promise to do as you are filled by the Holy Spirit this week? Give specific action points.

WORKS
PRAY CARE SHARE IN ACTION WEEKLY PRAYER POINTS

Who is that one person to whom you can talk to about the I. Thanksgiving
gospel of Jesus this week? Ask the Holy Spirit to show you e  Worship God for who He is, what He has done, and
who God has prepared to listen to his message of salvation what He will do in our lives

through Christ. II. Country and the World

e Upright and moral governance of Public Servants
and a God-centered Philippines
e Repentance and Salvation

III. Church
e That CCF Members would honor and love God and
make disciples
e Elders, Pastors, Leaders, and Families
e Ministries and Churches worldwide

IV. CCF Facilities
¢ Worship and Training Center
e Prayer Mountain

V. Personal Concerns
e Deeper intimate relationship with God
e Righteous living
e Salvation of family and friends
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