% Pray to Be a Faithful Witness
WORSHIP

SUGGESTED WORSHIP SONGS:
We Praise Your Name, In Control, Build My Life, Good Good Father

WELCOME

Fasting reflection: What strongholds in my life do I need to surrender to the Lord during this fasting week?

WORD
ACTS 1:1-14

*“Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had
promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; *for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”
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6So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to
Israel?” "He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; ®but
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in

all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

We can only affect a small portion of the world, our
family, coworkers, small group members, neighbors,
badminton friends, people we have lunch with,
Jollibee servers, and the like. As we give our lives in
service for others, we can have such a beautiful and
positive effect on this portion of world. And this is
only secured on the fact that God believes that we
ourselves are worth dying for.

We cannot do this unless we pray. But what do we
pray for?

PRAY TO BE A FAITHFUL WITNESS
1. Who Shares the Truth
2. Who Lives the Truth

It is not enough that we are praying. Our prayer must
extend into our actions through sharing the gospel
and living out the truth of the Gospel.

God loves the world. We need take the Word to a
world that is dying. Whether they want to hear it or
not, we are to reach out one life at a time sharing to
them the guarantee of eternal life. Read John 20:30-
31 and Acts 1:3. Jesus suffered and died but did not
stay dead. He resurrected. He claims the work done. It
is finished. He has already won.

But it is not enough that Jesus is victorious. Read

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. Our lives are very short
compared to the length of eternity. We need to make
sure that we will be with the Lord forever. And we can
know that we are going to have that opportunity to be
with the Lord forever, the evidence of such

confidence is a transformed life. This same
transformation in our lives can happen to other
people. We need to be in prayer. We need to pray to
be a faithful witness.

Faithfulness does not come easy. Read Acts 1:12-13.
But if you have ever let Jesus down, join the club. God
uses imperfect people to further the kingdom of
heaven. When Jesus said that He will leave the work
to the disciples, the angels were probably thinking if
Jesus had a Plan B. There is no Plan B. We are it.

Just look at how God used His disciples. Peter denied
Jesus 3 times. But in his ministry he speaks to
Jerusalem about Jesus and 3,000 are added to the
church. God uses imperfect people like Peter, he can
use you too.

James and John were so selfish, they asked their
mother to ask Jesus for special placement in heaven,
they wanted to sit on the left or right side of Jesus.
But in his life and ministry, when James was about to
be executed, he gave a powerful testimony of Jesus.
The person restraining him was a closet Christian.
And when he heard James’ testimony, he felt so
ashamed and confessed Jesus himself. He and James
were both executed. John reached a very old age and
was exiled in Patmos. Even as he was old and frail, he
was able to write the Book of Revelation.

Thomas had reverted to sight over faith as he
proclaimed he would not believe in Jesus’
resurrection until he put his hands where the nails
were in Jesus’s hands and sides. But in his ministry,


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 1:1-14
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John 20:30-31, Acts 1:3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 1:12-13
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

WORD (cont’d)

he reached India going far beyond proclaiming the Jesus which part of this world He wants you to be a
name of Jesus as he went. witness to Him.

Just like the disciples, we are saved to do more than The Book of Acts is about the unfinished work of
just exist. Jesus did not die for us so that we could telling the world about the finished work of Christ.

. . o
have a comfortable faith. Is God challenging you? Ask We all have our part to play.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
(Leaders: Please choose questions that are appropriate to the level of spiritual maturity of your members)
1. Self-check. What has God saved you from? In what areas of your walk have you failed Jesus?
2. Setting it right. Confess your frailness before the Lord. Ask Him to work on your imperfections.

3. Living It Out. Share your faith. Ask God to lead you to opportunities to share the gospel. Share the gospel to one
person this week.

WORKS

PRAY CARE SHARE IN ACTION WEEKLY PRAYER POINTS

It is the time of fasting, we all have our struggles that we I. Thanksgiving

want to offer up to the Lord. Think and pray for a person who e Worship God for who He is, what He has done, and
God is leading you to. Fast for this person. Ask for that what He will do in our lives

person’s concerns. Pray for his concerns. Then follow-up on I Country and the World

e Upright and moral governance of Public Servants
and a God-centered Philippines

the outcome of the prayer request. Mention that you have
been praying for that concern. Tell them the outcome is
because of Jesus. Keep pointing to Jesus in your actions, you )
will eventually get to share the gospel. * Repentance and Salvation
III. Church

¢ That CCF Members would honor and love God and

make disciples
e Elders, Pastors, Leaders, and Families

e Ministries and Churches worldwide

IV. CCF Facilities
¢  Worship and Training Center
e Prayer Mountain

V. Personal Concerns
e Deeper intimate relationship with God
e Righteous living
e Salvation of family and friends





