)| )i Giving is Blessing
WORSHIP

SUGGESTED WORSHIP SONGS:
The Lord Reigns, Majestic, Holy is the Lord, Holy

WELCOME

Let it Go. What is one thing that is most difficult for you to give and let go? Share briefly with the group why.

WORD

MATTHEW 6:1-4

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who
is in heaven. > “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. * But when you give to the poor, do
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, *so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is
done in secret will reward you.”
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Nothing is wrong in enjoying these things, provided

Spiritual disciplines like giving, prayer, and fasting
can help us grow as followers of Christ, but we should
be careful that we are not doing these disciplines for
public show. Keep in mind that something good can
become bad if our motive is not right. God our Father
looks at the heart and He rewards our right motives.

Giving is a blessing. As followers of Christ, our
greatest motivation for giving is His love for us and
our love for Him. God does not need to reward us for
our giving, but He does it to motivate us even more.

GIVING REVEALS OUR HEART

The blessing of giving is that it reveals our heart. How
we deal with money is a gauge of our intimacy with
the Lord. Jesus tells us that no one can serve two
masters, you cannot serve God and wealth

(Matthew 6:24).

Sadly, money can be an idol for many people like the
rich ruler who asked Jesus how he can inherit eternal
life. When Jesus told him to sell all his possessions,
give it to the poor, and then come and follow Him,
the man was very sad because he was extremely rich
(Luke 18:18-24). The story tells us that when money
takes the rightful place of God in our life, it becomes
too difficult to let go.

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also
(Matthew 6:21). If you treasure money too much, it
can become your god. Until you are willing to let go of
something like money, relationship, career or even
ministry, you cannot say that it is not your god.

they do not become your gods (1 Timothy 6:17-18).
The only way to overcome greed and slavery of
materialism is to learn how to give.

GIVING RECOGNIZES GOD’S OWNERSHIP

Giving is a reminder that God owns everything. The
primary purpose for tithing and giving is to put God
first in our life. God does not need our money, but He
wants us to give to remind ourselves that He owns
everything.

The principle of tithing was introduced even before
Moses gave the Law. Abraham practiced tithing
(Genesis 14:20). Jacob also gave a tenth of God’s
blessings (Genesis 28:22). The tithe belongs to the
Lord (Leviticus 27:30), if we do not give it to Him,
then we are robbing the Lord (Malachi 3:8). The
practice of tithing is meant to protect us and to
remind us that it is the Lord who gives us the ability
to make wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18).

God does not need to give us a promise, yet He tells
us to test Him when we bring the tithe to the
storehouse (Malachi 3:10). Tithing is bringing what
belongs to God. In fact, it is not yet giving, because
giving is above our tithes.

GIVING RECEIVES GOD’S BLESSINGS

Many of us do not experience the blessing of God in
giving because we are made into thinking that tithing
is an Old Testament principle. Tithing is a principle of
living for our own good. Tithing is not obsolete
(Matthew 5:19). The New Testament tells us to give
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WORD (cont’d)

proportionately (1 Corinthians 16:1-2), just as in
the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 16:17).

God will not only open the windows of heaven to
pour out His blessings to us when we tithe, but He
will also protect us from devourers so that people will
glorify God through our life (Malachi 3:11-12).

Let us use money and not let money use us. By our
giving, God can use our money to glorify Him. The
key to blessing is in giving. We will not know what
God can do, the blessing of knowing that He provides,
until we obey Him.

Many people do not give because they do not know
the promises of God that come with giving. When we
give, it will be given back to us in good measure —
pressed down, shaken together, and running over

(Luke 6:38).
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Giving is not only good for us spiritually but also
physically. According to scientific studies, givers are
happier than takers, givers are also healthier and they
live longer. When God gives us a command it is
always for our own good, in all aspects of life.

Giving is not only the privilege of the rich, but it is for
everybody, rich and poor. Giving is by the grace of God.
The church of Macedonia was afflicted and poor, but
they gave beyond their ability (2 Corinthians 8:1-9).
People give beyond their accord if their hearts had been
renewed and touched by the Lord to give generously.

The discipline of giving will reveal our heart, will
enable us to recognize that God is the owner of
everything, and will let God bless us. Giving is a
blessing in itself, and it is more blessed to give than to
receive (Acts 20:34-35).

(Leaders: Please choose questions that are appropriate to the level of spiritual maturity of your members)

1. Why Give? What is the warning of Jesus to His followers according to Matthew 6:1-4? How must we give?

2. Giving Quotient. What is the greatest test in tithing that you have experienced so far?

3. Blessed to Give. How might you bless others by giving? What would you specifically do to give this week?

WORKS

PRAY CARE SHARE IN ACTION

How would you share the Gospel to somebody using
Salvation and Rewards? Use the table of reference below.

SALVATION REWARDS

Free gift Earned
(Rom 6:23; Rom 5:15-16; | (1 Cor 3:8; Col 3:22-24)
Eph 2:8-9)
Present possession Future attainment
(Jn 5:24; Jn 6:47; (Rev 22:12)
1Jn 5:12)
Same among believers Different
(Heb 2:3; Eph 1:3) (1 Cor 3:11-15)
Man’s part — believe Man’s part — work
(Jn 3:16; Acts 16:31) (1 Cor 9:27)

WEEKLY PRAYER POINTS

I. Thanksgiving
e Worship God for who He is, what He has done,
and what He will do in our lives

II. Country and the World
e Upright and moral governance of Public
Servants and a God-centered Philippines
e Repentance and Salvation

III. Church
e That CCF Members would honor and love God
and make disciples
e Elders, Pastors, Leaders, and Families
e Ministries and Churches worldwide

IV. CCF Facilities
e Worship and Training Center
e Prayer Mountain

V. Personal Concerns
e Deeper intimate relationship with God
e Righteous living
e Salvation of family and friends
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