
 First Things First   

WORSHIP  
SUGGESTED WORSHIP SONGS: 

Majestic, Forever, You Are Good, Blessed Assurance, Stand in Awe  

WELCOME  
Top Priorities. How much time did you spent this week for each of the five priorities according to God’s design?     

WORD 
HAGGAI 1:8, 12–13 

8 Go up to the mountains, bring wood and rebuild the temple, that I may be pleased with it and be glorified,” says 
the LORD. 12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant 
of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had 
sent him. And the people showed reverence for the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, 
spoke by the commission of the LORD to the people saying, “‘I am with you,’ declares the LORD.” 

Time is a costly commodity because we do not have 
enough time to do everything. We also have limited 
energy and resources to cover all things. If we always find 
ourselves unable to finish all the tasks in a given time, it 
means that we may need to review our priorities. The 
truth is, if we prioritize doing all we want to do, we will 
never have enough time to finish everything we need to 
do. But, if we prioritize doing what God calls us to do, we 
will have enough time to do all. 

Priority reveals what matters most to us. Time is a 
function of priority. We make time for and spend our 
energy and money on what is important to us. 

Right priority comes in this order of importance:  
God, spouse, children, work and ministry, and other 
people including friends and relatives. God as the 
topmost priority is not however equal to doing 
ministry. Prioritizing God means becoming all that 
God designed us to be and doing what He has called 
us to do. For example, a man can delegate other roles 
like attending meetings or leading a Bible study, but 
only he can do the role of being the husband and 
father to his family. 

The book of Haggai can help us determine the 
priorities that are according to God’s design. 

PRIORITIZE GOD’S PLAN 

First things first, put God first and prioritize God’s 
plan in our life. God’s plan in the time of prophet 
Haggai was to rebuild the temple after 10 years of it 
being dormant (Haggai 1:1–2). Haggai called the 
people of God to review their priorities and to see 
how come despite what they have, they are still 
lacking (Haggai 1:3–7).  

Interestingly, many years before the temple was 
destroyed, the prophet Isaiah had already prophesied 
God’s plan of rebuilding the temple which would 
happen in the year of King Cyrus (Isaiah 44:28). 
What is more amazing is how God can use a pagan 
king to make the decree that will fulfill His plan. God 
is truly in control over everything. 

PRIORITIZE GOD’S PERSPECTIVE 

When problems come, we can consult God to help us 
see the problems from a divine lens.  

The Israelites knew that rebuilding the temple was their 
top priority, but they had excuses (Haggai 1:1–2) and 
were discouraged because of opposition (Ezra 4:4–5).  

If we encounter problems, do not lose heart, God can 
allow them as necessary, so that the proof of our faith 
will glorify Him (1 Peter 1:6–7; James 1:2–4). Look 
at our problems from God’s perspective, and we will 
witness that God will fulfill His plan whatever 
happens. He is indeed in perfect control.  

The Bible clearly tells us not to worry about our needs 
but to seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and the rest will follow 
(Matthew 6:31–33). If we put God first, He will take 
care of the rest. If we know our priorities it will 
simplify our lives, if not, it will only mess it up. 

PRIORITIZE PERFORMING GOD’S WILL 
Haggai gave the Israelites specific instructions how 
God’s will to rebuild the temple can get done 
(Haggai 1:8). Doing it begins with their simple 
obedience to God.   
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WORD (cont’d) 
Today, some Christians become too busy asking for 
more Bible studies for “deeper” truths when in fact 
they could not even obey foundational truths such as 
to love God and one another, obey parents, share the 
gospel, make disciples, etc. Performing God’s will 
begins with obeying basic truths such as these.  

Do we know that if we disobey God’s will, it affects 
the weather, other people and the whole earth 
(Haggai 1:10-11)?  In the same way, God will also 
pour out His blessings when we prioritize Him 
especially with the use of money (Malachi 3:10–11).  

The hope of all nations on earth are the people of 
God. If we will do our part, God will heal our land 
(2 Chronicles 7:14).  Do not blame the government 
and others for the collapse of the nation, ask 
ourselves, in the first place, are we putting God first. 

PRIORITIZE GOD’S PRESENCE 
The people of God finally obeyed and as a result, they 
experienced God’s presence (Haggai 1:12). They 
worshipped God as the manifestation of their 
obedience. After the people of God obeyed Him, God 
said to them, “I AM with you.” God is always with us, 
but when we worship Him in obedience, we 
experience God’s intimate presence.  

It takes faith to prioritize. When we put first things 
first, we are on the right track. Our desire must be to 
put our faith in God and obey Him. It will surely 
please Him and the result is His manifest presence. 
Prioritizing God makes Him happy.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
(Leaders: Please choose questions that are appropriate to the level of spiritual maturity of your members) 

1. Pleasing God. What will please God according to Haggai 1:1–13? What is the result of obeying God?   

2. Interrupters Log. What are the interrupters that distract you from pursuing God-designed top priorities?    

3. Major on the Major. How would you recalibrate your daily life according to God’s calling for you? 

WORKS
PRAY CARE SHARE IN ACTION 

Use your top 5 priorities in life according to God’s design as 
a talking point to share the gospel to somebody this week. 
Try this suggested opening spiel with the following 
questions: 

“Priority is anchored on what is important to us. Time is a 
function of priority. We make time on what is important to us. 
Where we put our time with our energy and money tells us 
what matters most to us. Have you ever asked yourself what 
are your priorities? Have you also considered if your priorities 
are aligned with God’s plan in your life?” 

   

WEEKLY PRAYER POINTS 

I. Thanksgiving 
• Worship God for who He is, what He has done, 

and what He will do in our lives 

II. Country and the World 
• Upright and moral governance of Public 

Servants and a God-centered Philippines 
• Repentance and Salvation 

III. Church 
• That CCF Members would honor and love God 

and make disciples 
• Elders, Pastors, Leaders, and Families 
• Ministries and Churches worldwide 

IV. CCF Facilities 
• Worship and Training Center 
• Prayer Mountain 

V. Personal Concerns 
• Deeper intimate relationship with God 
• Righteous living 
• Salvation of family and friends 
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