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Looking Forward to glory
Last Week’s Message

Are you going through persecution
or discrimination for following Jesus? Are you experiencing pain and obstacles as
you seek to obey Christ in your marriage, at work, or in school? Suffering is part of the journey of walking with Jesus,
but it is incomparable to the glory that is yet to be revealed to those who believe in Him. In Romans 8:18-25, Paul
is encouraging the readers of his letter to endure and look forward the future glory that lies ahead, like Stephen’s
example of looking forward to the glory awaiting him in heaven as he was being stoned for proclaiming Christ.
What is this “future glory” and how can it motivate us to persevere?
FUTURE GLORY IS DECAY FREE (Romans 8:19-21)
When Adam and Eve sinned against God (Genesis 3), they were not the only ones who suffered the consequence of
their rebellion against Him. All creation was placed under a curse — subjected to “futility” and corruption. All of
creation longs for the coming glory so that it will be set free into the glory of God’s children! This future glory means
that we and all of creation will no longer experience death and decay (Philippians 3:21)!
FUTURE GLORY IS INEXPLICABLE JOY (Romans 8:22)
Childbirth is pain with relief — it results in an inexplicable joy. This is the picture that Paul used to describe how all
creation (trees, oceans, animals, etc.) groans in its suffering now, in anticipation of the redemption that it will share
with God’s children in this future glory.
FUTURE GLORY IS A PROMISE OF SO MUCH MORE (Romans 8:23)
God, through the Holy Spirit, has given us a foretaste of what this future is going to be like. One of the best ways to
experience the glory that awaits us in the future is through the relationships we have with our spiritual family. As
we disciple others towards Christlikeness, as we serve God together, go through life together in worship, we have
a taste of what heaven will be like. Someday, we will be given “full rights” as God’s adopted children. We will have
freedom from sorrow and pain (Revelation 21:4), we will dwell with God (Revelation 21:3), and most of all, we will
be with Jesus, the King of glory, to give Him all the praise and worship He deserves (Revelation 5:11-13).
FUTURE GLORY GIVES US HOPE (Romans 8:24-25)
Finally, future glory gives us hope. In Greek, this word is “elpis”. It means absolute certainty — we can be 100%
sure of this glory! When we already know what the glorious ending will be for us who are in Christ, what happens
before then will not worry us, or cause us to lose hope because we know how it will all end: in victory! So, even
when are persecuted or suffer financially for choosing to stand firm for our faith and convictions, we can endure
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit at work within us, helping and enabling us through our life journey
here on earth.
To experience future glory, we must have Jesus. When we surrender our lives to Christ, He will give us a new
heart and the Holy Spirit who will give us the power to endure with joyful expectation of the glorious future we
have with Him!

d i sc u ss i o n q u e s t i o n s

l a s t w e e k’s m e m o ry v e rs e

How have I been suffering for Jesus lately?
How have I dealt with these sufferings/challenges?
In what way/s can I “look forward to glory” to better
respond to and endure these sufferings/challenges in
question 1?

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be
revealed in us.
ROMANS 8:18
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He desires for you to have a
meaningful life with Him in the
present and gain eternal life with
Him in the future.

Know therefore that the Lord your God,
He is God, the faithful God, who keeps
His covenant and His lovingkindness to
a thousandth generation with those who
love Him and keep His commandments
–Deuteronomy 7:9
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September 23, Friday, 7:30 pm, MPH
also streamed live online

God loves you.

God is holy.
We are sinful, and our sin
separates us from Him.

Everyone has sinned and is far away
from God’s saving presence.
– Romans 3:23
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God is merciful.
In His love, He made the only
way for us to be reconciled to
Him: through His son, Jesus
Christ. Jesus had to die on the
cross for our sins and be raised
to life for eternity.

But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more
then, having now been justified by
His blood, we shall be saved from the
wrath of God through Him.
– Romans 5:8
I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through
Me. – John 14:6
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God is gracious.
By placing our faith in Jesus
Christ, we are forgiven of our sins
and saved from eternal death.

For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life. – John 3:16
For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as
a result of works, so that no one may
boast. – Ephesians 2:8-9
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God keeps His promises.
You can be sure that you have
eternal life when you trust in
Jesus.

And the testimony is this, that God has
given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. He who has the Son has the life; he
who does not have the Son of God does
not have the life. These things I have
written to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God, so that you may know
that you have eternal life. 1 John 5:11-13

