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Have you ever felt like giving up? Many of us have that
experience. When our heart begins to grow cold, we
lose interest, stop trying, and give up. If ever there is
someone who had reasons to be discouraged, it is the
Apostle Paul. In 2 Corinthians 11:23-28, he related all
that he had to go through in pursuit of God’s calling.
He experienced imprisonments, beatings, lashes,
stoning, shipwrecks, and dangerous journeys on all
sides. But instead of losing heart, Paul continued to
carry out his mission faithfully and joyfully. What made
Paul different?

PERSPECTIVE (2 Corinthians 4:16-18, 5:1-5)

Paul had an eternal perspective. He understood that
physical pain is real. Our bodies will decay, and people
will lose heart. But he considers these as “momentary
light afflictions” compared to the “eternal weight of
glory” we have in Christ. Paul is talking about the
“earthly tent” which is the physical body and contrasts
it with “a building from God” to describe eternal life. In
this earthly body, we will groan and go through pain.
But when the mortal body it passes away, immortality
will take over. In Christ, we can be sure of a future
“superbody”! With the right perspective and by the
power of the Holy Spirit, we can overcome afflictions
and look forward to our amazing transformation in
eternity! Like Paul, as we “walk by faith and not by
sight”, we experience strength and power through the
presence of God. 1 John 3:2 says that when Jesus
comes again and we meet Him face to face, we will be
like Him!

ACCOUNTABILITY (2 Corinthians 5:9-10)

Paul’s utmost goal was to be PLEASING TO GOD
because he is accountable to Him. If we are committed
to making God happy, we will act differently. We will
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pursue His calling for our lives with greater passion,
knowing that one day we will see Him face to face to
give an account for everything we did so that we “may
be recompensed” – to be reimbursed for everything
that we did for Him. Some of us may be discouraged
because serving seems to be a thankless job. But God
is a promise keeper — He will reward us at the proper
time! In Matthew 25:21, Jesus shared a story of a
master rewarding a faithful slave. In Luke 19:16-19, we
see a similar example where the master rewards the
faithfulness of the slaves by entrusting greater things!
Jesus does not have to promise anything to us, but
He did. He does not have to reward us, but He assures
us that He will be with us and sustain us through the
journey.

LOVE (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)

Paul did not lose heart because He was motivated by
the love of Christ. We can press on joyfully because of
His love. Do we know what Christ did for us? He loved
us so much that He gave His life for us! When Peter
denied Jesus three times, how did Jesus restore him?
He spoke to Peter and asked him three times – DO
YOU LOVE ME? The only way for us to not lose heart
and press on is when we love Jesus. We will only love
Him if we realize how great His love is for us!

MISSION (2 Corinthians 5:20))

Paul kept pressing on because of his clear mission
from God. In 2 Corinthians 5:20, we are reminded of
the same mission – that we all AMBASSADORS FOR
CHRIST. What message do we need to carry? We
need to speak about the greatest gift for all people
– RECONCILIATION WITH GOD THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST — so they too may come to know of God’s
love, forgiveness, and the assurance of eternal life.

d i sc u ss i o n q u esti o n s
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What kind of perspectives do you have about suffering, pain, and
problems?
How do you develop the right kind of perspectives on death,
judgment, and accountability?
What should you do about your perspective on God’s mission for you?

Therefore we do not lose heart, but though
our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is
being renewed day by day.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:16
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We are sinful, and our sin
separates us from Him.

God is merciful.
In His love, He made the only
way for us to be reconciled to
Him: through His son, Jesus
Christ. Jesus had to die on the
cross for our sins and be raised
to life for eternity.

But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more
then, having now been justified by
His blood, we shall be saved from the
wrath of God through Him.
– Romans 5:8
I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through
Me. – John 14:6
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God is gracious.
By placing our faith in Jesus
Christ, we are forgiven of our sins
and saved from eternal death.
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For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life. – John 3:16
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For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as
a result of works, so that no one may
boast. – Ephesians 2:8-9
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GLC 1 Books 1-3 Sunday F2F Classes
begin September 11, 1:00 pm

GLC 1 Books 1-2 — Zoom Cycle 2
returns on September 14, 7:30 pm

Kids’ Church

God is holy.

Everyone has sinned and is far away
from God’s saving presence.
– Romans 3:23

Our GLC classes are back!
Book 1: One by One — Room 3A
Book 2: Spiritual Disciplines
— Room 4A
Book 3: The Holy Spirit — Room 5A

He desires for you to have a
meaningful life with Him in the
present and gain eternal life with
Him in the future.

Know therefore that the Lord your God,
He is God, the faithful God, who keeps
His covenant and His lovingkindness to
a thousandth generation with those who
love Him and keep His commandments
–Deuteronomy 7:9
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also streamed live online
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God keeps His promises.
You can be sure that you have
eternal life when you trust in
Jesus.

And the testimony is this, that God has
given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. He who has the Son has the life; he
who does not have the Son of God does
not have the life. These things I have
written to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God, so that you may know
that you have eternal life. 1 John 5:11-13

