Devotion Guidelines:
1. Keep it short and interactive
2. Read the Scripture passage together with each person reading a verse
3. Ask questions about each verse
4. Ask each child how they will apply what they have learned from the
verses. (Even your young children) You, as a parent, also share what you
will apply. Remember that Bible study is for application and transformation
not just for information.)
5. Pray together as a family (You and your children can take turns praying)
- For each other's requests
- To ask for God's help to apply what you have learned

Read Together:
Read Acts 19:21-20:1

Acts 19:21%' Now dfter these things were finished, Paul purposed in the Spirit to
go to Jerusalem after he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, saying,
“After | have been there, | must also see Rome.”

3 About that time there occurred no small disturbance concerning the Way. **
For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis,
was bringing no little business to the craftsmen; > these he gathered together
with the workmen of similar trades, and said, “Men, you know that our
prosperity depends upon this business. * You see and hear that not only in
Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away a
considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods
at all. ” Not only is there danger that this trade of ours fall into disrepute, but
also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis be regarded as worthless and
that she whom all of Asia and the world worship will even be dethroned from
her magnificence.”

28 When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying,
“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”.

1 Peter 4:12, 16 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you,
which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were
happening to you; " but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed,
but is to glorify God in this name.
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Talk Together:
1. Based on Acts 19:21, what is the role of the Holy Spirit in determining
our priorities?
2. According to verses 23- 28, why is Demetrius enraged with Paul?
What does that tell you about Demetrius? What does he worship?
4. According to 1 Peter 4:12 & 16, what should our attitude be when we
face obstacles? Is it something to be expected? Why?

W

Conviction:
I will pursue God’s mission for me by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Application:
What are you pursuing in your life? Are you like Paul or are you like Demetrius?

Pray Together

Dear Heavenly Father, you gave us the mission to help people know You and
have a relationship with You. Thank You because you have given us the power
to do so through the Holy Spirit. Help us to prioritize Your will above ours and
be persevering when we face challenges. Help us also to pass this on to the
people around us. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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